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Sent from the horror and torment of Tartarus,

Leaving the shadow-clad regions of Dis the Infernal,

I, Thyestes, fleeing the lower world incite the upper to flight,
And doubt which realm I hate the more.

Behold, the house of my father

and the scene of my brother's crime!

Here is the gateway to the realm of Pelops.

Here is the throne room for the crown of Pelasgia.

Here did the proud hands of mighty lords hold the scepter.
Here did the great men of worthy mind hold their council.
Here did we feast!

Oh, I would to turn back!

Is it not better to dwell among the saddened pools,

To gaze upon the Stygian hound,

His black maned necks bristling in anger.

Better to view the body on the swift-turning wheel;

Better to view the bird tearing flesh from the living;

Better to view the hard, endless rolling of the stone.

Better even to view my ancestor, Tantalus,

Who brought such ruin on our house.

But what part of my offense is he to bear?

Count all of those whom, from the beginning of time,

Minos, the Cretan judge, has condemned:

I, Thyestes, by my crimes and sins have triumphed over them all.
Yet one other has surpassed my efforts;

One other has devised a deed more heinous than all else,

My brother. He who did devise that impious banquet,

Who did conspire that Thyestes should his own sons consume!



And this ruin would not suffice for Fortuna,

But adding impiety to impiety,

Did cause me to seek the bed of my own daughter!

I did not fear to fulfill the prophecies, even though they were evil.
And that my vengeance might be passed through my lineage,

My daughter, as the Fates decreed, bore me one last son,

Worthy of his father.

Nature is turned backwards!

Father and grandfather, husband and father,

Son and grandson, yes, even day and night,

Have I confused with my cunning.

But at last the delayed fulfillment of this grim prophesy is at hand.
He, that king of kings, that leader of leaders,

He who was followed by a thousand ships in war to the Trojan shores,
He journeys homeward, to put his throat into his queen's clutches.
Now, now at last will this damned banquet hall

Flow with the blood of Atreus' son!

The trap is set! Treachery, slaughter, gore!

Feasts will soon be prepared!

The reason for your birth is nigh, Aegisthus.

What causes your grim appearance? Decency?

What causes your hand to tremble? Sympathy?

What causes self-questioning; what causes your indecision?

Look to your mother; it is proper!

What prolongs the summer’s night to winter's length;

Why do the stars still shine above?

Must we longer delay, Phoebus?

Give back your light to the world!



Notes on pronunciation
Classical Latin -c- and -g- are always hard. Greek adaptations -th- and -ph- are
pronounced with a slight aspiration after the initial sound, but they are pronounced
hard, not as in English. Latin -r- is always rolled. Latin -s- is always soft, never like z.
Latin -a- is always ah, never ay as in lay or & as in cat. Latin -y- is from Greek and
similar to the German {i.
In all these names except Atreus, where it is part of a blended vowel, the Latin
ending -us has a short u sound, darker than u as in cup but not like oo as in moose.

Thyestes - Tii - ES - tehs, or Tih - ES - tays. Please not Thigh - ES - teez.

Tartarus - TAHR - tah - rus (u a little darker than an American schwa uh). Please
not TAR - tuh - ruhs.

Dis - DEES. Please not Dice or Dis(may).

Pelops - PEH - lops.

Pelasgia - Peh - LAHS - gee - ah. Please not Pee - LAS - djee - a.
Stygian - an English construct, here contracted to STIH - djahn.
Tantalus - TAHN - tah - lus. Please not TAN - tuh - luhs.

Minos - MEE - nos (short o as in for), or less correctly, MEE - nohs (long o as in go).
Please not MEYE - nubhs.

Cretan - an English construct, KRAY - tahn would be consistent with the Latin
adjective. Please not KREE - tuhn.

Fortuna - For - TOO - nah, the u is long. Please not For - TCHOO - nuh.

Atreus - AH - trehoos, (one syllable, vowels glided), rhymes with Zeus when
properly pronounced, or less correctly, AH - troos. Please not AY - tree - uhs.

Aegisthus - Eye - GIS - tus, or Eye - GIST - hus. Please not Ee - DJIS - thuhs.

Phoebus - POY - bus, or POEH - bus with the vowels glided. Please not FEE - bus.

Notes on Performance
Several measures are marked “spalmato e sfocato - smeared,” the Italian meaning
smeared and blurred. Here the notation can be taken literally or as suggestive of the
desired effect, more a dramatic glissando wail than carefully delineated notes. The
effect should only occur with the notes under this marking - these passages begin
and end with definite, exact pitches. Considering the text’s descriptive references,
movement and character creation might well be considered in concert performance.
Where alternate (small) notes are given, the main (large) notes are of course
preferred.
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